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Dear Colleagues,

we are pleased to announce that a conference for students of philosophy SUMMA STUDIORUM PHILOSOPHIAE will be held this summer in Novi Sad. Philosophical gatherings are rare events per se, and even fewer are conferences aimed at bachelor and master-level students of philosophy. Considering that the only way of maintaining the relevance of philosophy is in its actuation, the Department of Philosophy in Novi Sad has decided to organize this conference in order to give the young philosophers another opportunity to develop their proficiency, hone their skills, establish themselves within the scientific community and, overall, to help them take part in the philosophical life of the region.

This year’s topic of the conference SUMMA STUDIORUM PHILOSOPHIAE is
LEGACY OF IDEALISM

The conference will be held from 23rd to 25th June at the Faculty of Philosophy in Novi Sad. It is open to all bachelor and master-level students of philosophy. Apart from plenary lectures, the participants will be able to give a short talk (20 minutes) about their research and engage their peers in discussion. Talks can be delivered in any language spoken in the region, as well as English. After the conference, participants will be able to submit original research papers based on their talks, which will be reviewed by experts; all papers which pass the review will be published in electronic proceedings which will be backed by the Faculty of Philosophy of Novi Sad.

All bachelor and master-level students from the region who are interested in taking part in this conference are invited to submit their applications with a short description of their talk (up to 200 words) by e-mailing the provided application form to:
ssph.inbox@gmail.com
Deadline for applications is 11th June 2017.

The SUMMA STUDIORUM PHILOSOPHIAE conference is entirely free of any participation fee. Unfortunately, the organizers are currently unable to reimburse the travel and accommodation expenses for travelling participants, although various possibilities are still being looked into. The organizers will inform the applicants of any accommodation possibilities in due time. Any questions you may have regarding the conference can be directed to the above mentioned e-mail address (ssph.inbox@gmail.com).
Topic description

Challenges and difficulties of practising philosophy in current times are all too easily ascribed to contemporary circumstances. It is a fact that philosophy has always been a specific form of human activity – Aristotle did note that one can philosophise only after all other needs are satisfied. Even then, such a pursuit did not guarantee an easy life: Socrates paid the price for his inquisitiveness with his life, whereas all of the teachings of stoicism could not save Seneca from the political machinations of Rome. Later times were no less harsh and many a thinker fell from favour because of their ideas. Convictions of Thomas More literally cost him his head and the burning of Giordano Bruno is to this day a symbol of calvary due to dissenting ideas. Even Immanuel Kant, always level-headed and tactful when publishing findings that might aggravate the powerful, eventually managed to incur the wrath of the Prussian King and only narrowly avoided censorship (or something worse) due to having espoused ideas that went against what the King saw as right and acceptable. Still, it would seem that ideas are in their element when they are in conflict; doctrines that are not agitated often stagnate and sediment into dogmas; interaction, arguments, soundness, consistency, none of these are guaranteed in ideas themselves, but are rather something that is actively achieved and maintained. Therefore, challenges and difficulties are neither unheard of nor detrimental; instead, they seem to leave a decisive mark that shapes the historic aspect of a philosophy. After all, like-minded people are always easy to convince of the importance of present and future action; it is those with opposed viewpoints that require convincing by testament, for every proof is a demonstration.

It is only fitting that this gathering of young philosophers in Novi Sad be dedicated to the very thing that lies in the historical foundations of philosophy – the Idea. The legacy of idealism, therefore, ought to be interpreted not as a limitation, but rather as a promontory from which many horizons can be glimpsed. Various incarnations of idealism have found their way into philosophy textbooks and encyclopaedias. Plato’s ideas show how a basic supposition weaves itself through an entire system. Idealism can be detected even where it is not mentioned by name – any discussion about something that would transcend the bounds of our experience is a discussion that takes place in a world of ideas. Then there are schools of thought that candidly adopt this name: German idealism as with Fichte and Hegel, or Peirce’s objective idealism. This isn’t to say that idealism cannot be found among more contemporary figures. Edmund Husserl never denied the debt his phenomenology had to idealism, and Kurt Gödel, a mathematical platonist, actively promoted the relevance of an idealistic position. Ultimately, there can be no doubt that the debate between monism and dualism in philosophy of mind stems from a broad idealistic legacy.

This topic aims at bridging a purported gap between two primary functions of philosophy:  examining historical experience and solving current problems. The topic should be regarded in the broadest and most inclusive sense possible: delivered talks can be about reflections on historical significance of various forms of idealism, about metaphysical and ontological implications of idealistic viewpoints, about the role idealistic principles play in forming morality, about idealistic frameworks of understanding politics, about idealism as a key to interpreting the human condition, about the contributions of idealism to epistemology and theory of science... Other, more straightforward interpretations of the topic are also valid: analysing the colloquial meaning of the word “idealism” or establishing relevant philosophical elements required for examining the contemporary notion of idealism.

We hope that you will find a trove of inciting moments within this topic and we are looking forward to meeting you soon.
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You may send applications via e-mail to: ssph.inbox@gmail.com
Deadline for applications: 11th June 2017
